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GREAT VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT  
47 Church Road, Malvern, Pennsylvania 19355 

 
 
 
TO:  Parents or Guardians 
 
FROM: The School Nurses 
 
SUBJECT: Health Services and General Information 

 
 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 
 We want to take this opportunity to tell you briefly about some of the health 
services offered in our schools.  These services are planned to help your child 
achieve and maintain his/her best possible physical condition so that he/she may 
learn at his/her highest level of ability.  If your child has a disability of any kind, we 
try to help him/her and our school environment make the necessary adjustments 
to the school program and coordinate our effort with the wishes of the parents and 
physician whenever possible. 
 
 
 
EXAMINATIONS AND IMMUNIZATIONS:  
 
 During each school year, your child will have a number of health screenings 
done. These screenings include height, weight, Body Mass Index (BMI) and BMI 
percentile-for-age, a variety of vision screenings, a hearing screening given in 
kindergarten, grades 1, 2, 3, 7, 11, and in ungraded classes.  A Scoliosis 
examination (an examination of the spine) is given to all students in grades 6 and 
7.  Health screening results will be available for parents to view in Skyward Family 
Access.  If a referral is needed, the appropriate form will be sent home.  Physical 

examinations are required upon original entry into school and again in grades 6 
and 11.  Dental examinations are required upon original entry into school and 
again in grades 3 and 7. A written report of physical and dental findings must be 
provided to the school nurse.  PA school health forms are available on all district 
web sites or from the school nurse.   

For continuity of care, we encourage these examinations to be done by the 
family doctor.  Physical and dental examinations are required for students newly 
registered to the Great Valley School District whose health records do not include 
this information. 
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REQUIRED IMMUNIZATIONS: 
 
 Proof of completed state-mandated immunizations is required BEFORE a 
student may attend school.  The following is a list of the Pennsylvania State 
required immunizations: 
 

Diphtheria – Tetanus: Four or more doses; at least one dose is 
required on or after the age of 4 for those 
pupils on original entry into Pennsylvania 
Schools   

 
Polio Vaccine:   Four or more doses required (4th dose on or 

after the 4th birthday and at least 6 months 
after previous dose given) 

 
 Measles, Mumps,  

and Rubella Vaccines: Two doses required with the first dose given 
(Referred to as MMR) on or after the first birthday.  Note: MMR 

vaccine dose must be spaced 28 days apart 
from a Varicella vaccine, or given on the 
same date as a Varicella vaccine. 
 

Hepatitis B: Three doses are required for original entry into 
a Pennsylvania School  

 
Varicella (Chicken Pox):  2 doses of varicella (chickenpox) vaccine or 

history of disease with the first dose given on 
or after the first birthday. Note: Varicella 
vaccine dose must be spaced 28 days apart 
from a MMR vaccine, or given on the same 
date as a MMR vaccine. 

 
ALL CHILDREN ATTENDING 7th grade need the following BEFORE 
beginning 7th grade: 
 

 1 dose of tetanus, diphtheria, acellular pertussis 
(Tdap) (if 5 years has elapsed since last tetanus 
immunization) 

 1 dose of meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV) 
 
ALL CHILDREN ATTENDING 12TH Grade need the following BEFORE 
beginning 12th Grade: 
 

 1 dose (2nd dose of series) of meningococcal conjugate vaccine 
(MCV) Note: If one dose was given at 16 years of age or older, that 
shall count as the 12th Grade dose 
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 The necessary immunizations can be obtained from your family doctor or 
from the clinic at the Chester County Government Service Center, 601 Westtown 
Road, Suite 180, West Chester, Pennsylvania 19380.  Call for an appointment at 
610-344-6252.   
 
 
 
 
MEDICINE IN SCHOOL: 
 
 The Great Valley School District will require a physician written order for 
the school nurses to administer any medication: prescription or over-the-
counter sent into school.  The required medication form must accompany any 
medication sent into school.  The required medication form can be downloaded 
from any GVSD school’s website for your convenience. 
 

 
We request that the medication be directly delivered to the school nurse or 

the principal by the parent in a pharmacy labeled container.  If the date on the 
prescription is more than one year old, the medication will not be administered at 
school.  At the time you have the prescription filled at the pharmacy, please ask 
the pharmacist to give you a duplicate container (including the label) so that one 
may be brought to school. Over-the-counter medication must also be in the original 
container with a valid expiration date. Please contact the school nurse so that she 
may review the procedure with you. 
 
 
We will continue to have standing orders as written by our school doctors and 
provide the following medications: 
 

Acetaminophen (generic Tylenol),  Anbesol/benzocaine gel/liquid, 
Ibuprofen (generic Advil or Motrin),  Chloraseptic throat spray, 
Calcium antacid (generic Tums),   Cough drops/lozenges, 
Diphenhydramine HCl (generic Benadryl), for emergency only, 

 

We must receive your student’s Health/Emergency Information Form for the 
current school year completed and signed online in order to administer the 
above medications as needed. 
  
ROLE OF THE SCHOOL NURSE:   
 
 School nurses work under written orders of the school physician for first aid.  
School nurses are prohibited by law to diagnose injuries or illnesses.  Please do 

not send your child to the nurse for diagnosis.  We believe that decisions regarding 
the need for medical care rest finally with the parents. Therefore, parents are 
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always contacted to take the child home or to the doctor, as the need arises.  
Transportation is the responsibility of the family. 
 
 School nurses encourage student wellness through education on nutrition, 
good health habits, exercise, and proper sleep.  Please feel free to call us 
anytime for information.  We look forward to a continued partnership with parents 
in keeping Great Valley School District children healthy and strong. 
 

 
         
EMERGENCIES: 
 
 Care given in the school is limited to first aid in accidents and illnesses until 
the parent can be reached to take the child home, to the doctor, or to the hospital.  
Health/Emergency Information Forms for the current year are kept for each child 
in the nurse’s office providing information to assist in locating parents or an 
emergency contact person in the event that you are unavailable.  It is important 

for you to keep this information as current as possible.  We provide new forms 
each year online so that we are assured of having up-to-date information.  
  
ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL DUE TO ILLNESS: 
 
 If your child is absent from school due to illness, please report this to school 
before 9:00 a.m.  If we do not hear from you, a phone call to your home will be 
made.  A physician’s note may be requested in the event of excessive absences. 
 
 Finally, we suggest that you encourage your child to eat the necessary 
foods to insure proper growth and development, including breakfast, and to 
practice other good health habits such as getting plenty of exercise and eight to 
ten hours of sleep to contribute to his/her well-being.  We hope that this information 
will be helpful to you.  Please call the nurse at school if you have any questions. 
 


